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THANK YOU!

MESSAGE FROM OUR
FOUNDER AND DIRECTOR
2017 was a year of building relationships with participants,
volunteers, staff, supporters and donors - a testament of God’s
heart for relationship, faithfulness and provision for this
ministry.
We found a location for PEARL Resource Centre in May. July
through October saw hardworking volunteers, together with
donations of services and supplies, transform a former bakery
into a beautiful centre that opened in November 2017!
Staff and volunteers joined our team and trainings happened to
equip for service.
The first women came to the centre in January 2018. Through
the offer of a place to rest, be heard, be safe, take a shower,
wash a load of clothes, referrals, life skills classes and one-on
one support, we started building relationships of hope and
community with vulnerable women.
Because of supporters, donors and the dedicated work of staff
and volunteers, we have met more than 29 women (from
January to May), started life skills classes, supported a number
of women gain housing, employment, and enter recovery.
Our foundation at PEARL is Jesus’ love, expressed either in
tangible ways or through words with one goal in mind: to see
women exit sexual exploitation and know they are valuable and
loved. Thank you for continuing to partner with us in this
mission.
Our hope is that together you will be encouraged with us that
we are making a difference in vulnerable women’s lives in this
community! Thank you for your prayers and support in making
this ministry possible.
Sincerely,

Joan Goosen

WHAT WE BELIEVE

vision
We envision girls and women safe,
protected from sexual exploitation
and prostitution and experiencing
wellbeing.

mission
PEARL empowers girls and women
who are sexually exploited, trafficked
and in prostitution, through support,
education and Jesus’ love, to embrace
hope and renewal.

CORE VALUES
Christ Centeredness
Because Jesus’ love and words are foundational and transformational, we attempt to live
those out in the promotion of truth and justice
for sexually exploited and prostituted girls and women.

Caring
Extending respect, grace, confidentiality and compassion to sexually exploited and
prostituted girls and women in the acknowledgement of their experienced traumas.

Excellence
In services offered and with integrity in using resources.

Holistic Transformation
Encouraging sexually exploited girl’s and women’s renewal and wellbeing
in body, mind, spirit and relationships.

Collaboration
Encouraging community involvement in the continuum of care to facilitate
sexually exploited girl’s and women’s access to services and resources.

our 2017 team
EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP
Gerry Goosen
Executive Director

Sandy Mathies
Director

Deborah Woelders
Secretary Treasurer

Susan Chalkias
Director

Janine Schaefer
Director

staff
Joan Goosen
Founder and Director

Sarah Reilander
Administrative Assistant

building relationships

SUPPORT  EDUCATION  JESUS’ LOVE

our program

January 2017 – May 2018
“Then the master said to the servant, “Go into
the hedges and byways and compel them to
come in that my house may be full.”
Within five months at the center:
29 different women
came in 197 times
and spent 400+ hours in the center
Over 15 intakes were completed allowing us
to get to know and support participants in
pursuing their goals.
Our amazing volunteer team gave over 600
hours which included welcoming women to
the center, serving meals, and more!

before and after CENTRE RENOVATIONS

2017 highlights
COMMUNITY AWARENESS & FUNDRAISER events

resources & financials
(May 2017-May 2018)
Income
Fundraising – $26,827
Bracelet Sales - $1,334
Ticket Sales - $2,094
Donations - $132,084
Interest - $83

Expenses
Events and Promotions - $2,677
Participants - $1,233
Administrative - $8,531
Accounting and Legal – $14,070
Wages - $28,472
Rent - $12,500
Mentoring & Prof. Dev. $3,593
Bracelet Supplies - $1,355

why I give

“PEARL is changing lives. Some women on the streets of
Chilliwack are finding hope and a reason to live. PEARL is
finding housing and shelter for some women in need. PEARL
is assisting in placing some drug addicted women into
recovery centers. PEARL is making a difference on the streets
of Chilliwack. This is why we support PEARL.
While serving in a previous ministry I have witnessed the
hardship and looks of despair of the homeless and the women
working the streets of Chilliwack. Some feel there is no way
out, no support and have given up on themselves and life in
general. It is a vicious circle. Most prostitutes want out but
they see no hope. They then drown their pain and
hopelessness with drugs; become addicted and then are
forced to carry on with the prostitution to feed their drug
habit.
PEARL offers love, hope, support, compassion and resources.
The PEARL staff and volunteers share the love of Jesus and
the hope these women can all have in Him. PEARL is offering
these women a new lease on life and hope for the future.
We are honoured to be a part of PEARL.”

- Joanne and Ray

why I serve ~ Sharon
“As a volunteer I am honoured to be Jesus’ hands and feet, along with other lovely
volunteers and staff, to serve and love the vulnerable women who come to PEARL
Resource Centre. I am very thankful for the positive, strength based atmosphere at
PEARL, marked by humility, joy, honesty, and shared trust that God is moving PEARL
forward. When we laugh or cry together I get the sense that Jesus is there. When I
help a woman find the perfect piece of clothing from the Treasure Closet, I’m sure
Jesus delights with us. When she lets us pray out loud with her – I believe Jesus is
cheering, “Oh my goodness, isn’t this wonderful!” But even when audible prayer is not
welcomed, as part of a team we operate in solidarity and compassion and pray silently
for them, as we release them into God’s care.
I work an afternoon shift, and when I come in I’m usually met by women who are
either having lunch, drying their hair after a shower, or curling up with a throw blanket
to have a little nap. It feels like coming into a home with a lot of sisters of all ages and
personalities. Women sometimes just pop in to have a bowl of soup or ask if any mail
has come for them or they arrive for a counselling appointment. Others stay all day,
work on a puzzle, do some coloring, relax or join in on one of the life skills classes, or
are supporting in connecting with a resource in the community.
It is personally heartening and convicting when I see a woman sharing what little she
has with another woman in more need. It also makes me tear up, when during the odd
time when tensions arise, how others will step in to help work
it through and show such gentleness, strength or kindness in
that.
In all of this activity, there is a camaraderie that’s so evident at
PEARL. As staff and volunteers interact with participants, we
try to convey to each woman that they are noticed and seen by
us as real and valuable people. It’s heartwarming when I can
see in a woman’s eyes how grateful she is when I remember
her name and or something from her story. It struck me one
day that we are becoming a “family” one story at a time. As a
volunteer, and part of the PEARL team, I’m so thankful to be
able to see unfolding miracles at PEARL of making a difference
in the lives of vulnerable women in this community!”

- Sharon

why I serve ~ Thea
-

“Up until about 7 years ago I was completely ignorant about modern day

slavery and human trafficking. Somehow I came across Gary Haugen’s book
“The Good News about Injustice” and that set off an enlightening education
about the very real blight of Modern Day Slavery. The rape of the soul that is
human trafficking gripped me to the core and I wondered if God might ever
have anything for me in the way of service in this area. I assumed it would
have to be in some foreign mission field. Through Benjamin’s “Invisible
Chains” I was genuinely shocked to discover that modern day slavery exists
in our own Canadian backyard.
I first became aware of PEARL through a friend. Knowing of my interest in
addressing modern day slavery, she invited me to PEARL’s first annual
fundraiser. I was unable to attend however I did search their website. And
then I knew beyond a shadow of a doubt that this was for me “for such a
time as this.”
I volunteer the beginning of the week. The
morning is committed to making soup for
the week, and the whole day is a variety of
“puttering” at various tasks, but most
importantly engaging with, and or coming
alongside the participants as led.
It is a joy and privilege to serve with sistersin-Christ whose hearts are of one accord,
who believe in redemption. We enjoy
camaraderie, laughter, prayer and support
in our giftings and weaknesses. There is
great rejoicing over every positive step
forward any of the participants make.
God is so good!”

- Thea

participant story
What PEARL means to me….
“When I was up oh, for three days and walking aimlessly after
being shooed and moved along yet again by shop owners and
the local security team, I was so exhausted not to mention
soaked from the night before. I then met a friend who took
one look at my dripping mess of a self. She said “come with
me, there’s a place you need.” And little did I know how very
true that was not only at that moment…but also to my
spiritual needs as well. From the minute I walked in, there was
a genuine warmth and welcoming staff just emulating Love….
A hot cup of coffee and some snacks, dry socks and a dry set of
clothes is not all I received that day…. I found a renewed faith
in humanity as well as in myself. I found God hadn’t left me
into this isolating life without sending me a life jacket and
guiding lights. Today I’m working towards getting my life back,
and I know a bunch of girls whose laughter and teaching isn’t
too far away and that God is always there even when I can’t
see Him for myself.
Bless this Place….”

next steps
Looking ahead ….
1. We are seeking partnerships with
businesses in the community to offer
vulnerable women an opportunity to
gain employment skills through paid
apprenticeships.
2. We want to open a PEARL Boutique
to support the ministry of PEARL, and
give vulnerable women an
opportunity to gain employment
skills, but we need a space,
management staff and start up funds.
3. We want to establish a faith inspired
live - in next step program of learning
and renewal for trafficked women.
We need to secure an estimated
annual budget of $250,000.00 for this
project.

To everyone who has partnered with us in
supporting, educating and sharing Jesus’
love with vulnerable and sexually
exploited women at PEARL in 2017, we
thank you!
We are so grateful to God for providing for
PEARL through relationships with people
committed to PEARL’s values. You are
offering hope and helping women renew
their lives. You are partnering in a ministry
that is making difference!
“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one
of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did it for me” - Jesus

Thank you!
PEARL Life Renewal Society
PO Box 591, Station Main,
Chilliwack, B.C., V2P 7V5
www.pearlliferenewal.com
contact@pearlliferenewal.com
605-402- 4673 (HOPE)

